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Posltlon of persan responding In crganlsatlon (F applicakle):
Master

o ol agres 1o the HFEA making your resporse publicly
avallable?

M agres [] pkagrea

Those responding on b=half of an organlsation:

Which of the following categories mest closely describes the
nature of your arganisation?

O clinicalscientific [ eicethicalsocial sclence

O consumer [0 ceability

Religious and fatth [ ero life

L1 cther ipleass spacify)

Thoss responding as private iIndraduals (optlanal:

‘Which of the followdng catagorias most closely describes the
reason for your imterest in the Issues ralsed in this
consultation?

[ clinicalscientific ] Patianticonsumar
L] cther ipleasa spacify)

Flease continue to page 2 =



Aexe respond by placing atick inone box for each question below.

Regulation of Sparm Sarting (questlons 1 and 2)

1. Sperm sorting should be regulated in the United Kingdom by the HFEA.

O agrea [ Disagree Neither

Rieasons:

Sperm sorting should not be regulated, it should be prohibited. Sperm sorting is gender discrimination. Parents do not
have a right to demand a child of a specific sex. The reality is that if sperm sorting fails, society will demand a backup
of abortion or PGD and destruction of ‘wrong’ sex

2. The useof sparm sorting should be permitted only when s rellability and absence of
risk to health have bean satisfactorly establishad.

] agre= [ Disagree

REasons:

It is not its reliability and safety which is the issue, but whether it should be permitted or not.

Usas of sperm sorting and PGD (guestlons 2 to 6)

2. The useof sparm sorting should be permitted In sex selection for medical reasons if the
pecple sesking treatmiant requast it

[ agrea Iﬁ Disagree

FEasans:

We adhere to the position that the only acceptable form of conception of children is by natural
intercourse. If sperm selection fails then logic would dictate that a backup method, eg abortion, is
available to ensure the ‘correct gender’

4. The useof sparm sorting shauld be permitted in sexselection for non-medical reasans.

O Agres Iﬂl:lliagree

FeEasans:
Society has been opposed to ‘designer babies’, however, selection of any characteristic is in effect

part of the process of designer babies. Gender discrimination will inevitably have a profound and
detrimental effect on society, the practice elsewhere shows that there will be significant
discrimination against girls. Once there is acceptance for one reason, logically all others become
equally valid.



—
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5.

The use of preimplartation genetic diagrosts (PGD) should be permittad for select ng the
saxof offspring for non-medical reasors. (i 15 already avallable for medical reasons).

O agree [ Disagres

Raasons:
The reason given in Q4 applies. However the destruction of embryos failing to meet the
required standard is more reprehensible than sperm sorting.

Itwwould b2 preferable to combine sperm sorting with preimplantation genetic diagnasis
(PG O) whan salacting the sex of affspring for medical ressons (rathear than using aither
tachnigque singly).

O agree [ Disagres

Raazons:
We find both methods unacceptable and combining them does not make it more acceptable.

Criterla for non-medical uses of sex selectlon questlons 7 and &)

7. sex salaction (by ether sperm sorting or PGOD) should be permitted for mon-medical
regsors when a family has at least two children of one s=x and none of the other sex
1 agree [d Cisagres
Riaasons:
We find all reasons for sex selection unacceptable. Furthermore there is no ethical reason why
a process is acceptable after two children of one sex. Justification after one child (in a couple
wishing only two children) could be argued, as could a position that the first child should be a
boy.

8. Sex salaction (by ether sperm sorting or PGD) should be permitted for mon-medical
regsors other than family balancing.
O agree [ Cisagres
Riaasons:
Our reason given in response to question 4 applies.

Flease serid all three pages of yomr responsss by lirmary 22, 2006, o

Vishnae Ssenundun, Consultatlon Co-ardinatar
HFEA, Pazton House, 20 Artlllery Lane, London E1 7LS

Thank you for partic pating in this consolialian,



